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Introducing: Chris Lynn
NationsUniversity welcomes new executive to the staff
On October 10, Christopher Lowell Lynn officially
joined the NationsUniversity family as Executive Vice
Chancellor. Following graduation from the University of
Tennessee at Martin, Chris enjoyed a career in sales and
marketing. He worked
for Corning Glass Works
in the Medical Division
followed
by
other
companies in the medical
diagnostics field. His
responsibilities included
various
management
positions in the sales
and marketing area
which included strategic
planning and day-today operations. That
career led to residencies in several states—Tennessee,
Massachusetts, Texas, Georgia, and Colorado. Since his
career demanded fairly wide travel throughout the United
States and Europe, he comes to us with an extended
perspective of the world served by NU. Upon his recent
retirement, Chris joined the NU staff as a volunteer.
Chris begins his work under the oversight of
Chancellor Mac Lynn (a first cousin) and will assume

continued on page 3

NU: Prison Services—John Casteel

“J ohn indicated he wanted to ‘give back’ ...”

NationsUniversity was registered in the USA in 1996
but the focus was on the international world. Gradually
the school became known in the USA. John Casteel was
one of the early students; in fact he was number 154 in
the American student body. Having completed the ARS
in 2001, he went on to complete the bachelor’s degree in
2001 and the master’s degree in 2004.
When John indicated he wanted to “give back” to the
school in gratitude for its services to him, he was offered the
task of student advising. His ability to read French made
him doubly useful. He served as
an advisor to both French students
and to students in Malawi.
In 2009 John accepted the
challenge to become involved
in the Prison Division. The title
Director of Prison Enrollment
was assigned to John with the
challenge to become acquainted
with prisons throughout the U.S.
continued on page 2

Advancing Technology—New Translation Tools

Working toward a degree of higher education is not always easy. Chances are you
have a job and household responsibilities. Online degrees, such as those offered at
NationsUniversity, are the answer for many busy adults. However, you do face the
challenge of organizing your time and studying on your own and it is made even more
difficult when English is not your first language. We are excited to announce that
advancements in technology make it possible to add translation tools to each course
in every program we offer. Turn to page 4 to learn how it all works!
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Current Enrollment
Current through 9/1/16

Total Students: 		2,091
Male - 1,775
Female - 316
Undergraduate -1,698
Graduate - 393
Total Countries: 120
Top Ten Countries
United States
801
South Africa
262
Nigeria
137
Kenya
102
Ethiopia
78
Ghana
62
Turkey
36
Zambia
34
Cameroon
32
Philippines
24
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John Casteel, continued from page 1

and to build the enrollment. Today, NU is well known throughout private, state, and
federal prisons. Applications arrive every day and the need for recruitment has given
way to a need to manage new applicant requests.
John has recently asked to reduce his load. His new role includes grading written
assignments and sending grades to student. He will wear the title of Faculty Advisor
beginning November 1, 2016. Undergraduate students will continue to hear from
him with respect to their written work.
Proctors and students will continue to send their communication by email
to prison.services@nationsu.edu. Exams and inquiries can also be sent to Exam
Services, P.O. Box 3342, Brentwood, TN 37024.
John has always been willing to step in and help in times of need. He has a
broad understanding of the inner workings of the American Prison System and his
continued availability will serve NU well. We wish to thank John for his past service
and wish him well in his new role.
Marty Lynn
Director, Student Services

John has many talents. He is an
accomplished photographer and
an accomplished plein air painter.
En plein air is a French term that
translates literally as “in the open
air.” The term “plein-air painting,” as
it is currently used, usually refers
to paintings that are completed on
location. We have a small collection
of his works at the NU home office.
Now John is working in fore-edge
painting. If you have a Facebook
account you can see a collection of
his works, https://www.facebook.
com/bible.fore.edge.painting/

Graduation Changes at NationsU
As
NationsUniversity
grows and matures, changes
are bound to take place.
In every little change, we
are working to improve the
student
experience
and
efficiency at NationsUniversity.
One of the things to change
slightly will be the way
that we do graduations. In
the past, graduations at
NationsUniversity have been
as rolling as new registrations.
A student’s graduation date was the date that all
requirements for that particular program were completed.
So, almost every student had a different graduation date on
their diploma and transcript. At the same time, graduations
have typically been processed and diplomas printed on
a quarterly basis. This last part will be fairly similar since
there will now be three set graduation dates each year:
December 1st, May 15th, and September 1st. The latter two
dates are subject to adjustments as we find what works
best this coming year. The reason for having new, specific
graduating class dates are because we desire to:
1) Give students the initiative to complete things
and graduate by a certain graduation class date of their
choosing. Our studies are still self-paced. However, we
hope that students will feel more inclined to get work done
when they are nearing the end and within the time frame
that best meets with when they would like to complete
their program. These set dates will aid in student academic
planning process. Advisors, as always, are willing to work
with you to meet your goals.
2) Generate a camaraderie – a graduating class with
which to bond with at the end of their programs. Forming
set graduating classes will help fuel alumni relations in the
future.

ceremonies. It has been a long-held dream to host cyber
ceremonies for our graduates. Graduation ceremonies will
require set dates. In the coming years, we hope to achieve
this goal for our students and their families and this change
will be in preparation for that dream.
4) Help staff to process and send out graduations more
efficiently and save money on ordering bulk graduation
supplies at certain times a year.
5) Aid in the assessment process of the university so
that we as a University and mission work can continue to
grow and improve for our students.
What does this mean for students who are graduating
now with their C.B.S., B.R.S., M.T.S. or M.Div.? If you have
finished your coursework since the last graduation, you will
be in the December 1st graduation class. If you have not
finished your studies but are nearing the end and would like
to be counted in this December 1 class, please contact your
advisor on how to finish your requirements by November
15th. This gives us time to process your graduation before
December 1. After December 1st, there will be a two week
time period for getting the awards ready to mail or email out
by December 15th. The January 2017 Student Newsletter
will hold the names of those who graduate on December
1st, 2016.
For the 2017 degree program and C.B.S. graduations,
those who live within the 25 tuition paying countries
will need to pay a graduation fee of $50. This will help
us improve the way that we do graduation processing,
NationsU diplomas, diploma covers, mailing, etc. Those
who live outside of these 25 countries are not required to
pay a graduation fee and their diplomas will be sent by
pdf through email for their own printing and use. These
international non-tuition students may still opt to pay the
minimal fee at the end so that they may receive the printed,
formal versions of their award. There are no policy changes
regarding prison students.
Mary Virginia Mabery
Registrar

3) Pave the way for possible future online graduation
Chris Lynn, continued from page 1

increasing responsibilities with respect to managing the
University. These duties relate to fiscal matters, academics,
student services, and communications. We should only expect
the services of NationsUniversity to become more efficient.
Chris has a wonderful family. He and his wife, Margaret,
have three grown children: Lauren, Nathan, and Meredith.
They also have three grandchildren.
chrisl@nationsu.edu

Tell Us Your Story

NationsUniversity® wants to know your story.
If you would like to tell your story, write to
The Voice of Nations, at
info@nationsu.edu
and keep the story to 500 words or less.
We look forward to hearing from you!
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Translation Comes to NationsU Website

Translate External Sources Tool

When you are navigating the various
pages within the NationsU.net website
you will see four new blocks on the left
hand side of the page.

The Google Translation Tool is able to offer
you an instant translation into 103 various
languages by simply clicking on the “select
language” option and pick your desired
language. Also, you will see when you point
to a particular sentence or word something
like the following example:

A.

Last, in the translation lineup is the
ability to translate external sources.
Right click on the link provided in
the instructions.

F.

D.

Not only do you have the advantage of seeing
the text of a line in your chosen language,
but also you will see the “original text” and
even have the option to contribute a better
translation if you were to see an obvious
example for improvement to Google.
The Microsoft Translation Tool also offers a
variety of translated languages to those who
decided to use option. At present they offer
their service in 53 various languages.

You see the following tab in your
web browser,

B.

If you will follow the instruction in the
block on your course main page you
will have the option under, a “new tab,”
to submit document for immediate
translation, too.

Once you chose your preferred language
with the Microsoft Translation Tool then you
will see the following when you point to a
sentence.

Right click on the link in that block
and you will see the following appear
as a tab in your favorite Web Browser.
By simply clicking on “Browse” you
are able to find your PDF or Word
document and experience what you
see in the following examples:

C.

From this point you are able to put in
a hyperlink in and then select from
20 different languages you can see
this information translated.
This is actually a link from a select
“Select Library” area in the free
course, B.R.S. 16.6. You see what was
an English website is now translated
into French. It is our hope and prayer
that these tools will aid you.
Glenn Beville, IT Administrator

E.
You are encouraged to use both tools and
see which does a better job in language
translation from your preferred language.
PDF or Word Documents Translation Tool
When it comes to translation of your PDF or
Word documents there is also a useful link for
you to use in the following block. (see fig. D.)
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