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NationsUniversity utilizes writing guides and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy of Critical Thinking in the 
construction and assessment of course objectives and student learning outcomes for the M.R.S. degree.  
These categories/levels of mastery are demonstrated in the grading rubric at the end of this document. 

English compositional rules are provided in NU’s Writing Guide, found on NU’s academic 
(.net) homepage (http://www.nationsu.edu/) under STUDENTS > WRITING GUIDE. Grammarly’s 
Handbook (www.grammarly.com/handbook) is also a very helpful supplemental source. 

The following chart is a 2001 revision of Dr. Benjamin Bloom’s Taxonomy of Critical Thinking, 
using verbs, not nouns.  The top two levels are reversed from the original 1956 version.  The 
revision was done by Lorin Anderson, a former student of Benjamin Bloom, and a cohort of cognitive 
psychologists.   

Remembering: Can the student recall or remember the information?  [define, duplicate, list, memorize, 
recall, repeat, reproduce, state] 

Understanding: Can the student explain ideas or concepts?  [classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, 
locate, recognize, report, select, translate, paraphrase] 

Applying: Can the student use the information in a new way?  [choose, demonstrate, dramatize, 
employ, illustrate, interpret, operate, schedule, sketch, solve, use, write] 

Analyzing: Can the student distinguish between the different parts?  [appraise, compare, contrast, 
criticize, differentiate, discriminate, distinguish, examine, experiment, question, test] 

Evaluating: Can the student justify a stand or decision?  [appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, 
value, evaluate] 

Creating: Can the student create new product or point of view?  [assemble, construct, create, design, 
develop, formulate, write] 

Diagram and list taken from: http://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/col-dept/teaching-learning/docs/
blooms-taxonomy-handout.pdf

http://www.grammarly.com/handbook
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm


COMMON GRADING RUBRIC 

For STUDENTS and FACULTY 
Value and Earned Points determined by individual instructors/graders. 

STUDY and APPLY these IMPORTANT GUIDELINES: http://www.grammarly.com/handbook/  

MECHANICAL CONSIDERATIONS (according to above handbooks): 16-40% 
Value 
Points 

Earned 
Points 

Authorship (not plagiarized: not copied from other sources) 2-5

Grammar and Syntax 2-5

Punctuation 2-5

Spelling and Vocabulary 2-5

Outline/Structure (e.g., Title, Introduction/Thesis, Body Paragraphs, Conclusion) 2-5

Scripture Quotations (not to exceed reasonable percentage of word count) 2-5

Word Count (within specified limit) 2-5

Writing Style Format (adherence to APA format) 2-5

CRITICAL THINKING CONSIDERATIONS (from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy): 60-84% 

LEVEL CHARACTERISTIC DIAGNOSIS Value 
Points 

Earned 
Points 

1. REMEMBERING Recollection of relevant 
data 

Did you demonstrate ample 
knowledge based on the course 
content? 

10-14 

2. UNDERSTANDING Description and 
discussion of key 
concepts 

Did you articulate clear 
comprehension of fundamental 
principles and premises? 

10-14 

3. APPLYING Organization of and 
recasting of information 
and ideas 

Did you effectively draw from 
the course material and 
assemble it into a unique 
presentation? 

10-14 

4. ANALYZING Appraisal and 
discernment of facts and 
philosophies 

Did you ascertain elements of 
thought that complement or 
contradict each other? 

10-14 

5. EVALUATING Persuasive defense or 
criticism of issues raised 
in the course 

Did you select and appropriately 
argue matters of scholarship and 
interpretation? 

10-14 

6. CREATING Synthesis of intellectual 
and spiritual 
considerations resulting 
in assertions and 
conclusions 

Did you provide sufficient 
evidence of internalization and 
unique processing of course 
material by constructing your 
own fresh perspectives? 

10-14 

TOTAL POINTS (out of 100) 
Goal: 

100 
Actual: 

INSTRUCTOR/GRADER COMMENTS (on next page) 

http://www.grammarly.com/handbook/
http://www.nationsu.net/file.php/448/Writing_Guide.pdf



