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“Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason.” 1 Peter 3:15

continued on page 4

There are many books on leadership and how to get things done. They are useful and insightful. Yet read-
ing about something is not the same as doing. Simply put, reading is not action. 

Action can be a great teacher. Instead of merely teaching Socrates asked his students questions. This 
caused an action by making them think. Jesus also used this method with his disciples and with his accusers. 
In the book of 1 Peter, the disciple tells his audience always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason.

So how do we best prepare ourselves? The first one is obvious, know your Bible. You must read it daily. 
Many recommend that 10-20 minutes is sufficient. Reading books about the Bible and other works by Christian 
authors is beneficial. You gain insights into the way other people think about scripture. Another beneficial ap-
proach is reading apologetics. Learn how others talk about the Bible to those who are unbelievers.

Jesus gave us an example. He started small, with only twelve 
disciples. He was able to effect great change. He washed their 
feet so that they might understand why He came and what they 
were to do. He also sent them out into the world. This developed a 

sense of responsibility and ownership in the disciples.
Participate in more than Sunday morning services. Be a part of Vacation Bible School and teach children. 

Volunteer to teach a class at your church or visit and comfort someone who is sick.Volunteer at a Christian as-
sociation or ministry outside of your church so that you can meet other believers and expand your experience. 
If those resources are limited where you live, seek the Lord’s will. He may want you to start something. Oppor-
tunities to serve are limitless and are all around us. In all matters; seek His will — pray, be patient, and listen.

Jon-Roy Sloan 
Director of Communications

Prepare Yourself by Preparing Others

Announcing the NationsU Student Video Contest Winners!

The 2 winners (1st and 2nd places) 
will select an eBook title from the 

university library. 
Participants must be students or 

alumni of NationsUniversity®
Go to www.nationsu.org

to enter!

2nd Place, Most Courageous and 
Inspirational - Theophilus1st Place, Most Articulate, Heartfelt 

and Informational – Daniel Egozue
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Current Enrollment 
Current through 6/1/14

Total Students:   2,651
Male - 2,217
Female - 434
Undergraduate -2,258
Graduate - 434

Total Countries:   141
Top Ten Countries
United States
South Africa
Ethiopia
Iran
Nigeria
Kenya
Turkey
Cameroon
Ghana
Haiti

999
226
199
181
150

83
55
48
43
40
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“Just days prior to my incarceration, I called local schools to get tuition pricing and 
clas sscheduling for Religious Studies. Well, the Devil put a huge barrier in my path and 
prevented me from going to college.

I prayed that God would intervene and help me obtain a degree in Religious Stud-
ies. He opened the door and brought me to NationsU. The committed staff members 
and financial contributorss who gave generously have allowed me to fulfill my dream. 
May God bless you all.” - James

“The courses were inspiring, transforming, and built the faith. The classes were a 
real eye opener for me. NationsUniversity is more than a theoretical class, but an insti-
tution where leaders are being modelled spiritual for the good works of the ministry in 
the body of Christ. ”  — Julie

“The first thing that struck me was the fact that you teach straight from the Bible 
There was no doctrine you were trying to sneak into the courses. The experience was 
outstanding and I have recommended NU to other ladies wanting a degree. Thank you 
for the oportunity, God Bless “ — Melissa

“NationsU endeavors to give all of it’s students a quality Christian education. Yet, 
when a person tries to do so while in prison many obstacles get in the way. We must 
endeavor to overcome them.” — David

“I am grateful for NU professional manner of conduct toward the prison inmates. I 
really appreciate the mannerism. Also, Mr. Casteel and his enthusiam toward the prison 
ministry and his concern for the ministry are gracefully accepted. God Bless.” — Ron

“As an American prisoner the opportunity NU has provided me has been a Great 
Blessing. Even though I have experienced some minor difficulties the NU staff has been 
awesome. My God bless you all for your hardwork and dedication.” — Rick

“In a million years I would never have guessed that I would’ve become an inmate 
in a Federal Prison - a 35 year old with two young children who would receive a sen-
tence of 17.5 years. What do you do when you have a life-changing Damascus Road 
experience? It has been five years now and I know that it is only by God’ grace and mercy 
that I have made it this far. 

According to God’s righteous judgement and wrath I deserve eternal condemna-
tion but because of His mercy He did what was necessary to bring me back into the fold. 
Two months into my incarceration I was introduced to NU and I enrolled immediately. 
Now I spend my nights (the lonliest part of prison) reading scripture and studying text 
books. I have learned so much about the nature of our God and about what being a 
Chrisitan looks like. Religion to me is no longer something you do on Easter and Christ-
mas to appear righteous; it is a about a relationship with God our Father; it is about 
being light and salt that is used to effect change in this world one soul at a time for the 
glory of His kingdom. 

Thank you Heavenly Father for saving me. Thank you for using NU to educate me 
in the things of life that really matter.” — Jeff

2013 Prison Student Graduates 
Respond
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Certificate In Religious Studies
Josafa De Araujo, China

Thanagobal Karthik, Egypt
Gabriel Csele, Hungary

Stephen Shiuma Masinde, Kenya
Patrick Muthengi Mukala, Kenya

Emmanuel Mbhekeni Msimang, South Africa
Phillip Wayne Bond, United States

Ruskin Clay, United States
James Leon Crosby, United States

Roderick Crystal, United States
Jospeh Earl Jones, United States

Justin Eugene Parker, United States
Guy Quam, United States

Ketron Damond Taylor, United States
Mmathabo Mashigo, Zambia

Pheku Arthur Moipolai, Zambia
Zonke Elizabeth Tshivhase, Zambia

Associate of Religious Studies
Emmanuel Amofah, Ghana

Kouassi Florent, South Africa

Diploma of Religious Studies
Kouassi Florent, South Africa

Bachelor of Religious Studies
Wesley Chorney, Canada 

Velile Alfred Mdze, South Africa
William Bowling,United States

Anthony Scott Harding, United States
Maron Musonda, Zambia

Master of Religious Studies
Mulaja Lufuluabo

B.Sc., Business, Universite Chretienne  
Internationale, Republic of the Congo

Vinh Phung 
B.R.S., NationsUniversity, United States

Matthias Zvikomborero Nyamatore
Diploma, Mutare Bible School, Zimbabwe

Graduates 
Since the Last NewsletterWe are pleased to announce that 

Allen Thyssen has joined the staff of Na-
tionsU as our Chaplain.  “I am excited at 
the opportunity to serve the students of 
NationsUniversity”, says Thyssen.  “We are 
not aware of any other chaplaincy work 
that delivers its service solely via the Inter-
net.  It seems that NationsUniversity will, 
again, be breaking new ground!”  Chap-
lain Thyssen’s email address is chaplain@
nationsu.org.   Send him a note and make 
him welome!

Chaplain Thyssen began his ministry 
in 1996 following the cancer-related death 
of his first wife, Patsy.  In association with Lifeline Chaplaincy, Allen has logged over 4,500 
hours of documented hospital patient visits, ministering to thousands of patients and 
families in the Texas Medical Center in Houston and at the UT Health hospital in Tyler.  He 
was the first Interdenominational Chaplain hired by The Institute for Rehabilitation and 
Research (TIRR) in the Texas Medical Center.  He also served as a contract chaplain for the 
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center.  Allen is a frequent presenter at chaplaincy oriented train-
ing events and is an affiliate member of the Association of Professional Chaplains (APC).

Prior to chaplaincy, Allen enjoyed a 28-year career as a professional engineer with a 
major oil company.  During those years he and his family lived in numerous international 
locations (Norway, England, Egypt, Dubai), and he worked extensively around the world 
in other places such as West Africa and Indonesia.  Unofficially, he was a “tent making” 
Christian.

Allen has been affiliated with NationsUniversity almost since its beginning.  He 
served on the Board of Directors for 15 years and used his background in business to 
assist in developing the initial filings for recognition as a non-profit organization.  During 
the early days he raised money the hard way, by doing petroleum related consulting and 
contributing his salary to NU. 

Allen and his wife, Judy, live in Tyler, Texas and attend the Glenwood Church of 
Christ.  They have three children.  William and Emily are graduates of Pepperdine Univer-
sity in Malibu, California.  They both teach on the middle school level in Katy, Texas.  Julie 
attended Abilene Christian University and now, with husband Jeff, lives in Austin.  They 
have three young children.  In his spare time Allen enjoys gardening, hiking and “silent 
retreat” back packing trips.  Judy is a retired human resources generalist and executive 
coach.  She contributes her energies to caring for the poor and homeless in East Texas.

Meet Allen Thyssen: NU Chaplain

The process continues. NationsUniversity is constantly engaged in tasks calcu-
lated to bring the institution to a level worthy of accreditation. That is why your 
course and program evaluations are so important to us. We sincerely appreciate it 
when you take the extra time to give us your frank response to the questions posed. 

In addition to course and program evaluations, various surveys reach special 
audiences for feedback on unique questions. Outside evaluators are brought in to 
help us see weaknesses we may have overlooked. Courses are reviewed and exams 
are constantly revised on a three-year cycle. New assessment procedures are rou-
tinely adopted and old assessment procedures are being reviewed.

So far this year, 35 courses have been submitted for professional review, 10 
additional ones have been revised then offered for review by faculty, and 35 exami-
nations have been revised. We are also pleased to announce that Dr. David Srygley 
has been named director of the B.R.S. program.  He replaces Lloyd Woods, who 
served faithfully in that post for the last two years.
 
Mac Lynn, Chancellor  

Accreditation Process
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Like us on Facebook!

My study at NationsUniversity 
has not been my own construction. 
I have witnessed the hand of God 
in some phases and that through 
sharing you’ll comprehend this. At 
the end of nineties I came to know 
about the university without walls 
through a proctor and determined 
to enroll. Can you envisage that I 
had no idea about information tech-
nology? Cyber café’s were scarce 
and even how to steer e-mails was 
a high wall for me to ascend. Thus I 
confess I was an illiterate in comput-
er. We were not many at that time 
for I was among the first twenty 
students to register in Kenya. We used to be given textbooks to 
carry home for study and only come to take the exams. This way 
could take several months. As numbers enlarged, it became dif-
ficult to loan out books. Therefore, we were requested to come, 
study, and make notes at the hub where we also booked for 
exams.  To tell you the truth it became a mission for me. 

It is true; ‘with God everything is possible’ I was conscious 
that completing my studies through textbooks was a dream. 
We were now over one hundred students and had few text-
books others were not even available. I took a few computer 
courses to increase my computer literacy; I didn’t even know 
how to do email at the time. I sent an email to student services 
and explained my challenges, hoping to find a way forward. The 
person who responded to my email was the registrar and she 
informed me that she had already enrolled me as an Internet 
student. She gave me a username and a password to login with. 
Her word of encouragement was that she guaranteed me help 
in case of any difficulties. What a gesture. 

I was determined to strive because of my big concern in 
studying the word of God. A friend met me in the city and asked, 
“What do you do now?” This was during my computer training. 
He gave me permission to go to his office and use his comput-
er and to accustom myself with what I was learning. What a 
great advantage! It was not long after this my wife looked at 
my endeavor and eagerness to study and promised to buy me a 
desktop computer. When she finally fulfilled her promise I was 
so relieved. It was such an enormous breakthrough for I was 
extremely exhausted at the cyber café because it is difficult to 
read online, do some copy and pasting, editing then printing. 
Now it was trouble-free for I could now save data on my disc 
drive and the rest was at home. I also obtained a printer shortly 
afterwards. At this instant it took me only one year to complete 
my degree plan. 

What am I trying to say here? ‘That he who started good 
work in you will accomplish it’ (Phil.1:6). Given that my desire 
was to study the Word of God, then He could not stop working 

Growing with NU to provide means for my study whatever the cost. What can I 
say? If this was not equipping a man of God to do good works 
then what is it? At the moment I possess a laptop and to crown 
my work I am praying for a small projector in order to claim that 
I am now fully equipped and equal to the task.

Moses Mukonjelo 
Mombasa, Kenya

Editors Note: Moses has been with NationsU since 1999. He 
earned his A.R.S. in 2003, his B.R.S. in 2008, his M.R.S. in 2010. 
He was also a winner in the First NationsUniversity Annual 
Student Video Contest.

Student Video Contest!

We are so grateful to all those who  
participated & help us reach the world on 

our global campus.

1st Place & Winner of a $50 Gift Certificate
Most Articulate, Heartfelt & Informational 
– Daniel Egozue 

2nd Place & Winner of a $35 Gift Certificate
Most Creative, Courageous & Inspirational 
- Theophilus

Winners of a $25 Gift Certificate
Most Encouraging & Enthusiastic – Keith Driscoll
Most Appreciative & Motivational –Bill Hensley
Most Emotive & Supportive – Peter Kuyuni

Thank you contestants for your support, 
patience and enthusiam. To view all our videos 

go to  
www.youtube.com/user/TheNationsUniversity

Play the Knowledge Test on Facebook!


