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Mac and Marty Lynn

Before the sun appears in a blaze of glory, the early hours of the morning offer a quiet time
to reflect on the nature of life and the power and faithfulness of our God.    The fact that the
sun appears every morning and recedes every afternoon is amazing indeed; yet it is often taken
for granted.  With each occurrence, a new day dawns and all creation is given another chance
to experience life on earth.

The cycle of sunrise and sunset is not new; it has
been in existence for thousands of years but the
regularity is proof of God’s faithfulness.  We may not

know what the day will bring, but we can be confident that God is faithful to
usher in the morning light at just the right time and to close down the day at just
the right time.

Moments before the light appeared, blackness covered the earth.   Gradually,
the darkness gives way to shadowy forms and slowly the creation of God comes into full panoramic view.   Especially
during the springtime, the signs of creative intelligence are vividly abundant.   Trees that stood bare through the
wintertime now begin to bud and leaf.  Blossoms burst forth in colorful array, birds sing their melodies, and the squirrels
run and play on soft green grass.    Even the stormy weather, so common in spring time, offers additional evidence of
God’s power and love.   Have you noticed how the sun and clouds move in and out of our skies, very much like the
struggles and joys move in and out of our lives?  Just as God pushes the storm by and reveals the sun once more, in a
similar manner, he pushes the dark clouds out of our lives and allows joy to return.

Likewise, a new day is dawning for NationsUniversity.  Every morning
brings new student registrations.    Significant progress has been made toward
gaining accreditation.  More faculty members are participating than ever
before.  Additional assignments are being required of students.   Our
Curriculum Management System is being upgraded to Enhanced Learning
Intelligence Suite (ELIS).    As we prepare to move to a new platform, let us

consider this imminent migration as a means to accomplish more good.   True, the challenges are many and yet
unknown.  No doubt there will be errors to fix and problems to solve.  We pledge our dedication to deal with these issues
in a prompt manner and request your cooperation in adjusting to change.

You are always in our prayers. Without you, we could not accomplish what the Lord is leading us to do.    Those
early morning reflections include you.   When you tell us you are tired or exhausted, we ask God to give patience and
strength.  When you express fear, we ask Him to reveal His love and release His courage in your life.  When you
experience pain, we ask Him to give you peace and mercy.  If you suffer self-doubt, we pray for renewed confidence.
May God bless all of you with daily renewal to recognize His creative power and to acknowledge His faithfulness.

Enjoy each new Day!

A New Day is Dawning!

“The sun rises and the sun sets,
and hurries around to rise
again.”  Ecclesiastes 1:5

“From where the sun rises to where
the sun sets, the name of the Lord is
to be praised!” Psalm 113: 3



A Publication of

NNNNNationsUationsUationsUationsUationsUnivnivnivnivnivererererersitysitysitysitysity®

P.O. Box 3342
Brentwood, TN 37024

www.nationsu.org

For submissions please contact:

Melanie Anderson
Public Information Manager

melaniea@nationsu.org

For inquiries about submitting a transcript
or to request a copy of your NU transcript,

please contact:

Lora Neal
Office of the Registrar

registrar@nationsu.org

For general inquiries, Internet students
should contact their advisor.

For general inquiries, prison students
should contact:

John Casteel
Director of  Prison Enrollment

jac@nationsu.org

Anastasia Cullum
Prison Services Manager

prison.services@nationsu.org

TTTTThe Vhe Vhe Vhe Vhe Voiceoiceoiceoiceoice

 of Nations of Nations of Nations of Nations of Nations

Current Enrollment
Current through 2/29/12

Total Students: 4,810

Male - 4,060
Female - 750

Undergraduate - 4,307
Graduate - 503

Total Countries:  133

Top Ten Countries:

United States 1,957
Ethiopia 394
South Africa 285
Nigeria 247
Kenya 204
Iran 120
Egypt 118
Cameroon 106
Canada 78
Ghana 75
Malawi 75

John Casteel, Director of Prison Enrollment

As we inch toward 1,400 prison-based students, God is not increasing the
number of hours in my day. Since my wife’s last stroke, I have become her full-
time caregiver. I work during the day as I can then long into the night. If things
seem slow on my end, please consider my situation, and keep my wife and me in
your prayers.

New policies are being developed as the NU staff works toward efficiently
serving an ever-growing student body. The first that will directly affect prison
students concerns paper applications. Effective May 1, 2012, NU will no longer
accept paper applications from inmates requesting enrollment. All applications
must be submitted online. Inmates can be enrolled online by chaplains or other
prison personnel willing to assist them or by family and friends on the outside.
We understand this will create a hardship for some who wish to enroll, but the
change in policy is necessary. If you know someone who wants to enroll but has
no one who will help, ask him/her to contact me.

We are working hard to develop proctors within each prison we serve. If
there is a proctor available, he/she can register new students. If you are in a
prison that does not have a proctor, it would be helpful if you send me the name
of the chaplain, head of the education department, or college coordinator. You
could also ask these staff members to e-mail me at jac@nationsu.org at their
convenience.

Another new policy affecting prison students went into effect on
 January 1, 2012. In December 2011, the NU Board of Regents voted to imple-
ment a $25 registration fee for ALL new students living in the United States,
including those who are incarcerated. Currently, the policy is to send new
students the first course, BRS 16.6 A Search for Spirituality, so that they can
begin their studies. The second course, BRS 1 The Hebrew Scriptures, will not
be sent to the student until the registration fee is paid. Ideally, the student would
send in the payment with his/her BRS 16.6 exams. Again, this policy affects
only students who registered after January 1, 2012.

During a recent visit to the Board of Regents’ office in Brentwood, Tennes-
see, I became even more aware of several aspects of the operation of the univer-
sity. One thing that stands out is the grading procedure. The only exams still
being graded by hand are those that come in from prison students. This is done
by volunteers one or two days each week and cannot be done quickly. Based on
the number of exams received every week, it is reasonable to ask that our nearly
1,400 prison students wait 3-4 weeks before having their proctors check for their
grades. At this time, there is simply no way to make this process any faster.
Essays that are sent in can take even longer since most are sent outside the
office for grading. When you send in an exam, move on to the next module.
Waiting for the grade is not necessary and will delay the completion of your
degree program.

Finally, I want to encourage prison students to stop trying to take multiple
exams on the same day. No student should attempt to take all five exams for
BRS 1 (which covers the entire Old Testament) in one day. It is too much
material to be tested over and creates stress that can lead to poor scores.
NationsUniversity offers college-level courses that require time and rigorous
study. Students need to spend ample time on each module before testing to help
avoid the need for retakes.

Policy Changes and Recommendations
for Prison Students



Graduates Since the
Last Newsletter

Certificate in Religious Studies
Tyohuma Daniel Dor, Nigeria

Geoffrey Masera, Uganda
David Lenczycki, United States

James Karume, Kenya
Adewunmiju Peter Olutayo, Nigeria

Robert Power, United States
Collins Dennis Oduor, Kenya

Ramon S. Cendana, United States
Esker Bownes, Jr., United States
Solomon Gyamfi, United States

Trinidad Zavala, Mexico
Catheryn Tai Mei Tan, Malaysia

Casey Leach, United States
Adeleye Adetunji, Nigeria

Dallas Palmer, United States
Basil Esebamen, Nigeria

Tony Atalaye, Nigeria
Emmanuel Uzor, Nigeria

Associate in Religious Studies
Derek Robert Erskin, United States
Billie Ray Hensley, United States

Bachelor of Religious Studies
Daniel Edwin Rolfe, United States

John Muema Mutisya, Kenya
William Reid Kershner, United States
Troy R. Washington, United States

Jose Antonio Perez Rodas, Guatemala
Ray Charles Price, United States

David Ryan Shelton, United States
Newton Isaac Mutsembi, Kenya

Brad Williams, United States

Master of Religious Studies
Anonymous for security reasons

Stephen Avery Raper, United States
M.A., Regent University

Johnson Nkuyata Ole Letoluo, Kenya
B.S., Vision International University

Blessing Ude, Canada
B.Ag., University of Nigeria
Ioannis E. Konstas, Greece

Master’s Diploma, Ludwings University
Russell Thomas Hirner, United States

M.Div., Shalom Bible College
Peter Dubec Jesenskeho, Slovakia

D.N.S., Comenius University

Master of Divinity
Frederic K. Buford, II, United States

B.S., University of Phoenix
Young Swee Ming, Malaysia

B.Th., Golden State School of Theology

Lora Neal, Registrar
Lora grew up in Indiana and moved to Tennessee to attend Trevecca

Nazarene University. She graduated in 2003 with a B.S. in Music Education.
She taught in public schools for 5 years and has spent the past few years
working as an educational consultant, teaching private voice and piano lessons,
and serving as a nanny for individual families.

Lora began working at NationsUniversity as a student services
representative in July 2011.  She transitioned to the role of Registrar in
January 2012.

Her favorite aspect of her job is interacting with students around the world.
She enjoys sharing encouragement, helping them understand and meet
graduation requirements, and just having an e-mail conversation with someone
she would have never met if not for NU.

Lora and her husband , Anthony, married in October 2011.

Anastasia Cullum, Prison Services Manager
Anastasia has been working at NationsUniversity since March 2009,

holding various positions such as Student Services Representative, Registrar,
and finally Prison Services Manager since January 2012.

Prior to coming to the U.S. from Eastern Europe, Anastasia held several
positions in a large international company including H.R. specialist, senior
financial analyst, senior financial and advertising manager, and assistant finan-
cial director.

Anastasia holds an M.A. (2005) and an MBA (2007) both earned overseas.
Currently her credentials are in review for the Ph.D. in Education program at
one of the leading universities in Tennessee.

She enjoys helping NU incarcerated students as they strive to grow spiritu-
ally, gain a better understanding of the Bible, and train for ministry.

Anastasia and her husband have been married for five years.

Staff
Spotlight

“I became a Christian about three years ago which is a miracle because I
was once a devout Muslim. I am a medical doctor and sure that the Lord
has a plan to use me. I want to grow in God’s word, so I’ve spent a lot of
time reading and studying the Bible and listening to those who preach on
the Internet. I am so thankful that the Lord led me to NationsUniversity so
that I can study and be in fellowship with other Christians. My husband,
children, and I have left Iran and are now able to go to church.” M.J.

“I give thanks to the Lord for allowing NationsUniversity to continue to
grow through Him. The benefit that we, as students, receive is immense
since the Word of God is the source to know Him better and to live in
Jesus. Thank you all for your time and effort. I continue in prayer for
you.” A.C.

Encouragement from Our Students
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NU to Implement New Proctored Exams and Policy
Because of accreditation requirements, NationsUniversity is implementing a new policy concerning a set of proctored

comprehensive exams for both the undergraduate and graduate programs.  For these exams, certified proctors will be required to sit
with their students through the entire exam and submit an online form attesting to their presence.

For undergraduate students, the proctored exams will be taken upon completion of the following courses: BRS 3, BRS 19,
BRS 22, BRS 24, and ENG 1. Students who receive transfer credit for BRS 22, BRS 24 and/or ENG 1 will be exempt from the
proctored exams that follow these courses.

For graduate students, the proctored exams will be taken upon completion of M 2 and M 4. Because students cannot receive
transfer credit for either of these courses, no graduate student will be exempt from the proctored exams.

The date for implementing the proctored exams has not been determined at this time; however, students and proctors should
prepare for it.

Policy for Proctored Exams

Responsibilities of the Student

1. Identify a suitable proctor at least one month prior to taking the first proctored exam.
2. Provide potential proctor with information for applying for proctor approval.
3. Arrange with the proctor a mutually agreeable date, time, and location for the examination.
4. Provide proctor with government-issued photo ID on the day of exam (Internet students only).
5. Refrain from discussing the contents of the exam with anyone while taking the exam and after completing it.
6. Make no copies of the exam at any time by printing or photocopying.
7. Students who do not comply with the policies and guidelines of NationsUniversity will be issued a warning.  Failure to comply

following a warning will result in expulsion.

Responsibilities of the Proctor

1. Agree to follow policies and guidelines of NationsUniversity regarding proctoring exams.
2. When student notifies you that he or she is prepared to take a proctored exam, e-mail student.services@nationsu.org to receive

approval and a link to the password. NU verifies that the student has met prerequisite requirements to take the requested exam. For
certified proctors for prison students, e-mail prison.services@nationsu.org to have the proctored exam e-mailed. Be sure to include
the date scheduled for administering the exam. No proctored exam should be given without approval from NU.

3. Meet with student and verify student’s government-issued photo ID. Give the student the exam password. (Internet students only.)
4. The student logs in and opens the exam with the password.
5. Proctor remains with the student during the exam according to the terms of the Proctor Agreement.
6. Students are not allowed to use textbooks, syllabi, or notes when taking proctored exams.
7. Proctors found to be in violation of any NationsUniversity policy or any of the guidelines set by the institution will be issued a

warning. Failure to comply following a warning will result in the proctor being dismissed.


