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Where is God When You Are Thrown in the Pit?
One of the most remarkable leaders in God’s story is Joseph. He was born into a
wealthy family and went from being the spoiled younger brother to being “set over all the
land of Egypt” (Genesis 41:41). Still, Joseph—like most of us—spent some time in the pit.
Not only was Joseph thrown in a dark dry pit, he was stripped of his most prized possession. By stripping him of this coat, his brothers had also stripped him of his identity. The
coat showed his father’s favor and his position in the family and the community.
Here are six “Why’s” we are sometimes thrown into the pit. They all have a purpose
and they all hurt. God is trying to accomplish something in our life. He may be trying to
produce holiness or to increase our fruitfulness. He may be aiming to grow our faith or to
humble us. Our “pit” experience prepares us for the future and a greater purpose/good—
God’s glory. Never forget that the Lord is with you just as He was with Joseph.
When you find yourself thrown in the pit, the questions should not be, “Why me?” God is patient. “He is
long-suffering.” He is not eager to throw us in a pit—but He does want to help us to be faithful. When faith grows
weak the Lord may discipline those He loves. Not very many trials feel good. They can hurt−like being thrown
into a pit.
Even when we are bearing fruit, God will prune us−cutting off our favorite branches−so that we can bear
even more fruit. This almost always surprises us and seems unfair. Oftentimes He disciplines by letting us reap
what we have sown. Sometimes, like Joseph, it may be followed with slavery or prison. At other times God may
have set us aside, put us on a shelf because we are not ready for the future He has for us. Waiting stinks. We hate
it. It feels like being thrown into the pit.
“As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
The key to getting out of the pit may start with asking
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
why you are there in the first place. God is more concerned
he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,”
about our spirits than our success. He will interrupt—or
said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might
prevent—success to accomplish His spiritual purposes in
be displayed in his life.” John 9:1-3
our lives and in the world as a whole. When He does, it
will feel like being thrown in a pit—it will hurt. Where is God when you are thrown in the pit? He is right there
with you for a specific purpose, for your own good and for His kingdom. He is not doing something to you; He
is doing something for you. Regardless of where you are, you can help others and accomplish His good works.
Jon-Roy Sloan
Director of Communications
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Current Enrollment
Current through 9/1/12

Total Students:			
Male - 3,608
Female - 889

4,497

Undergraduate -3,957
Graduate - 540
Total Countries: 140
Top Ten Countries
United States
Ethiopia
South Africa
Nigeria
Kenya
Iran
Egypt
Cameroon
Malawi
Ghana

1,741
368
260
247
179
119
109
94
91
88
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Student Spotlight

NationsUniversity is proud to have students who use what they are studying
to the glory of God. Patrick Ndabe is using what he learns at NationsUniversity
to teach and grow a small Bible School in Uganda. Currently, they have three
lessons in session: (1) How We Got the Bible, (2) Spiritual Warfare, (3) Art and
Design.
Nineteen students are taking these three beginning courses from various
congregations. Art and Design is included in the curriculum along with these
Bible and Theology courses with the intention of teaching vocational subjects
to help leaders also earn a living. Other vocational lessons that are expected
in the future at this Bible school are courses such as Agriculture and Radio
Mechanics. May God bless Patrick and the Kingdom work that he and his colleagues are doing in Uganda.

The First Ever NationsUniversity
Arts and Crafts Contest

Help Your School Continue to Grow. Accreditation? New Students Enrolling Every Day? New Technology and outreach at NU? Many of you are
asking, “How can we help?” Now… there is a way.
We are offering students and alumni a way to do that by entering an arts
and crafts contest at NU. We need your creativity and innovation to shine.
You decide. Provide a one page typed story that includes information: 1)
about yourself, 2) on how the item represents your culture, your own personality or family, or your work for God and 3) on how NU impacts you
and/or your community. Also, include a picture of the artist(s) or maker(s)
of the item and ship them together by November 1st.
These items will help fund raise for your NU school. The students whose
pieces raise the most support for NU will get their picture and story printed
in the student newsletter, NU Partners newsletter and NU Facebook. The
student will also receive a new Bible signed by the NU staff.
More details can be found on the NU web site, www.nationsu.org, and
NU facebook page, http://www.facebook.com/#!/NationsUniversity. If you
would like to help your school succeed, register for the NU arts and crafts
contest NOW by emailing registrar@nationsu.org with your name, username, city and country, and art or craft idea. Your ideas will remain confidential.
We hope to see just how creative and talented our NU students and alumni
are. We already know how unique and special each student is to us. Will you
help NU move forward in its Kingdom work and gain the support to reach
more students like you?

Martians

This past year has been an interesting one for our family. We moved back to the States from the Brazil one year
ago this month. For our children, moving to the United
States was culture shock, having been born in Brazil. For
my husband and me, we have been going through reverse
culture shock this past year. What is culture shock and reverse culture shock? In many ways it is the overwhelming
feeling that you do not belong. When I came from a blue
culture (the U.S.) and moved to a yellow culture (Brazil),
I became this green person who no longer looked blue or yellow on the inside.
I often feel like an alien in a strange land even though I moved “back home”
and even when I visited Brazil a few weeks ago. I do not really fit in either
place anymore.
I know many NU students have felt the same way, being refugees in a
strange country, or workers in a new place, or prisoners, or changing citizenship for one reason or another. Because of all the hate and evil in the world
and because of the circumstances that sin brings, even those who have never
moved away can sometimes catch the overwhelming feeling that they are not
where they belong.
This sense of displacement leads the Christian to focus on the hope and
longing for heaven. Sometimes we need the reminder that we do not belong
here. We need to take our mind off of earthly things and know that “Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body”
(Phil 3:20). In heaven we will never again feel like a green Martian for that is
where we truly belong together in Christ. What will heaven be like when we
get there? I do not know. But I know it will be wonderful. And doesn’t it help
to imagine sometimes just what a glorious day that will be?
Mary Virginia Mabery
Registrar

Encouragement from Our Students
“I found NU true to its mission, especially for those who can’t afford
higher education. Thank you.” Cambodia
“I am greatly indebted to NU. I still remember the good loving spirit of
the staff. God bless you.” Egypt
“Thank you NU for your ministry! The degree I got from you is my first
one in my spiritual life. It is very important for me to serve God these years.”
China
“I have learned many things from NU. My knowledge about scripture is
widened. I use this knowledge to teach hermeneutics and it is very helpful
to my students. I’m proud to have been a part of NU, Praise God!”
Philippines

Graduates
Since the Last Newsletter
Certificate In Religious Studies
Bigda O. Rufus, Cameroon
Jose E. Borjas, Canada
Moussa B. Mahan, Côte D’ivoire
Shahram Kord, Iran
Jeremy D. Batson, United States
Rodney O. Berry, United States
Mark Briggs, United States
John J. Jett, United States
Robert Logan, United States
Lacey L. McCalm, United States
Julio A. Ortiz-Colon, United States
Jay M. Phillips, United States
Michael Tyburski, United States
Associate In Religious Studies
Jacob M. Gambo, Kenya
Richard J. Hartel, United States
Diploma of Religious Studies
All Bertho, Indonesia
Cain E. Dell, Jr. United States
Bachelor of Religious Studies
Peter Adewunmiju, Nigeria
Adeleye Adetunji, Nigeria
Esker Bownes, Jr., United States
Mark Kelsey, United States
Master of Religious Studies
Salmon A. Obiero, Kenya
B.R.S., NationsUniversity
Lihanda M. Bowers
B.A., Pan-African Christian College
Robin G. Blake, United States
B.A. Califonia State University, Stanilaus
Salvador M. Mejorado, United States
B.S., University of the State of New York
Frederick Pheiffer, United States
B.R.S., NationsUniversity
Patrick Thompson, United States
B.R.S., NationsUniversity
Eugene Williams, Jr., United States
B.S., Prarie View A & M University

“I thank you for the chance given for my personal growth in faith and
knowledge.” Romania
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Looking Toward the Future
As NationsUniversity presses forward toward accreditation, some changes must occur. We are trying to make these
changes as painless as possible, but we must conform to the standards set forth by the accrediting body. Accrediting bodies in the United States are themselves being pressed to improve the standard of education. We notice that the trend is
world-wide, so there is no escape. Here are some areas to watch.
Registration. Registration does not admit one to a degree program. Admission to a degree track begins with registration but requires an additional procedure.
Registration, without admission to a certificate or degree program, allows student access to undergraduate and graduate level studies. The student may do independent study and take online exams. However, he/she may not submit papers
for grades or academic credit, except for an initial course, BRS 16.6/MRS 622 A Search for Spirituality.
Admission to an Academic Program. Students registering on or after September 1, 2012 will become eligible for admission into a degree track only after completing a select number of courses and satisfying a set of preliminary standards.
This will not affect students who enrolled before September 1. These new regulations are posted online under Academics.
A student shall be formally admitted to a certificate or degree curriculum before credit can be applied toward an academic award. Students who give their home address in Alabama, Arkansas, Nevada, and Wyoming may not be admitted
to a degree program as long as present state restrictions are in place. However, students may study for the Certificate in
Alabama and Arkansas.
Curriculum. You have no doubt noticed that additions are being made to courses. This is being done in order to comply with accreditation standards. Some of the additions increase academic engagement. Some are in the interest of assessment procedures. Still others are to deepen writing skills. You will also notice that textbooks are being added to select
courses. We realize this is extra expense for you, but the options are limited. We recommend used books, if money is of
concern. Most of these can be found online at low prices. Amazon.com is an example of an online resource that offers
used books at low prices. Google Books is another excellent resource for finding books.
Mac Lynn
Chancellor

Student Advising
It is our pleasure to receive your letters and answer your questions every day. Your advisor is trained to guide you
through the academic program to ensure that all requirements have been completed so that you can successfully reach
your goal. We are even more thrilled when you share evidence of spiritual growth in your daily life. A few suggestions
follow which we hope are helpful. May God bless you as you study.
Written Assignments. Be sure to read the introductory material at the beginning of each course syllabus as it contains
valuable information. When submitting written assignments, take care to include your personal name, username, and assignment identifier on the document. Your assignment will be read by a faculty person. Please allow three to four weeks
in order for the teacher to provide meaningful feedback.
Proctored Comprehensive Exams. The system is functioning. A comprehensive exam is required after completion of
BRS 3, BRS 19, BRS 22, and BRS 24. Please direct your prospective proctor to our Home Page where the proctor application can be completed. Full details can be found under the tab for Academics.
Marty Lynn
Director, Student Advisors
NationsUniversity®
P.O. Box 3342
Brentwood, TN 37204
www.nationsu.org
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