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“But seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things will 
be provided for you.” Matthew 6:33

Personal Priorities. Do you realize that your own priorities are shown when you pray? 
Often we thank God for what He has done for us. Often we intercede for others we know. 
Sometimes we confess our sins. However, many times the lacking element in our prayers is 
praise. Unlike other aspects of prayer, praise is a prayer element in which there is no focus 
on self. All focus is on God and His amazing attributes. Praise focuses on who God is—not 
just what He does for us. When we begin to focus on God’s character, it changes our own. 
Putting God first in prayer trains us to put Him first in our lives.

Family Priorities. How do you reflect the person you want your 
children, nieces, nephews, and grandchildren to become? Meditate 
on Jesus and study His example. Share with your family what you are 
learning at NU. Just as Jesus did, create teaching moments with your 
loved ones. Begin traditions such as family travel prayers, Bible art or 

Bible trivia time, daily or weekly family devotionals to God. There are many creative ways to teach and show 
the most important lessons in life.  Jesus often did his teaching by asking questions. Ask interested questions 
to help your family consider how to best serve the Lord together.

Priorities in Leadership. NU students are leaders all over the world. You have an impact in your own 
churches, businesses, schools, communities, or governments. God’s Spirit is alive and working through those 
whose hearts are open to Him. Putting God first in your life will attract others to God. At NationsU, your school 
leaders pray for you to be strengthened in wisdom so that you may boldly and humbly challenge others to 
live life abundantly in God’s Spirit and in His Truth.

Mary Virginia Mabery
Registrar

Good Priorities

Dear Jo Ellen,
 l’m happy to write you. l would like to tell you about my local church and 

myself. l volunteer as a preacher in a local church at Eldoret in the up country. l also 
volunteer to teach in the radio ministry with Charles Cheruiyot Regional East Africa 
Coordinator and World Radio Director Ben Adkins. 

My church has a feeding program for the orphans two days a month. We 
have a child who was brought to our church who has gone blind. He was having 
his sight good from birth but now he is almost completely blind and the church is 
taking care of the child who needs special care. His name called Armstrong, you 

New Student in Kenya

continued on page 2
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Tell Us Your Story
NationsUniversity® wants to 
know your story. If you would 
like to tell your story, write to 
The Voice of Nations, at 
info@nationsu.org 
and keep the story to 500 
words or less.

Out of the Inbox

will view him sitting on a chair in stripped T-shirt. 
l’m married to one wife blessed with three girls and five boys. Four of them are in primary 

school and four in high school. l’m a farmer who plants maize and beans and have one milk cow and 
ten chickens for eggs for my family. l have started taking the lessons on master’s program at NU. l 
thank you for helping me through the registration. l hope you will forward this letter to the registrar 
so that she may know what l’m doing and also see the photos, God bless. 

l have sent you some photos for the church services, like the partaking of the Lord’s table, also 
photos of youths dancing and entertaining the orphans—making them feel happy, welcomed and 
loved. Also, there are photos of feeding the orphans. That’s what l’m doing here serving the Lord Christ 
in Eldoret Amen, God bless you.

Your’s, bro. Herbert Opula.

Dear NationsU,
I would like to thank everyone at 

Nations University for everything you 
have done for me academically and 
spiritually, I have gained a lot of knowl-
edge from studying with the university. 

Therefore I would like to continue studying with the university until I get to a 
point where I could be able to pass the knowledge to others.

I am short of words to express the way I feel about what the institution 
has done for me. I HAVE RECEIVED MY CERTIFICATE IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES and 
I’m holding it as I am writing this e-mail, I say again “THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU”.

Yours sincerelly in “Christ”
Emmanuel Mbhekeni Msimang

Clockwise, Top - dancers entertain 
orphans; Opula prepares the Lord’s 
Supper; teens sing for the orphans; 
Armstrong, the blind orphan

continued from page 1
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Current Enrollment 
Current through 8/1/14

Total Students:   2,602
Male - 2,173
Female - 429
Undergraduate -2,251
Graduate - 351

Total Countries:   138
Top Ten Countries
United States
South Africa
Iran
Ethiopia
Nigeria
Kenya
Turkey
Cameroon
Haiti
Ghana

1,014
221
194
174
139

75
46
46
41
40

Certificate In Religious Studies
Jorge Piris Edgardo, Argentina

Kenneth P. Johnson, United States
Gregory Bruner, United States

Ernest Banda, Zambia

Associate of Religious Studies
Salim Hamat, Afghanistan

Bachelor of Religious Studies
Zeleke Mulunah, Ethiopia 

Stephen Kinuthia Muguro, Kenya
Peter Marsh, New Zealand
Wayne Loper,United States

Marion Gene Westerman, United States
Master of Religious Studies

Richard Blake
B.S., Huntington College, Indiana,  

United States
Michael Hitchcock 

B.R.S., NationsUniversity,  
United States
Craig Tubbs 

B.S., Biology, Nebraska Wesleyan  
University,  

United States

Graduates 
Since the Last NewsletterGreetings to my new NU family. I am so excited to be working as Director of 

Student Advising. I began in July 2014 and am enjoying immensely the interac-
tion with students from around the world. Missions is in my soul and education 
is a big part of mission work everywhere, so NationsUniversity seemed like the 
perfect place for me to use the experience God has given me.

In December of 2013, my husband, Jerry, and I returned to the US after 33 
years of missionary work in Brazil. We spent 10 of those years in church planting 
in the city of Brasília. We spent another 10 years doing counseling and crisis inter-
vention in cities around the country. Along the way I got my master’s in Clinical 
Psychology (my bachelor’s is in Theology) and during our last 10 years in Brazil 
we were working with leadership training, spiritual formation of leaders and 
team development throughout Latin America.  After living in Brasília for over 20 
years, we also lived in Curitiba in the south and in Itu, outside of São Paulo.

My husband is a Marriage and Family Therapist. We have two children who 
grew up in Brazil, but came back to the US for college and married Americans.  
My daughter, Angela, is a Spanish teacher 
and has a 20-month-old daughter and 
a son on the way.  My son-in-law, Joel, is 
an Electrical Engineer. My son, Kristofer, 
works for Young Life and has a 6-month-old 
daughter.  He spent 2 years in Uganda after 
college teaching English at an International 
school where he met my daughter-in-law, 
Karli, who is a P.E. and health teacher.  So 

you can see that educa-
tion plays a big role in our 
family.

I am so thankful 
for a wonderful team of 
volunteer advisors who 
are teaching me through 

their expertise in advising and caring for students. I want to thank them all for 
the wonderful job they have done, especially those who have retired in the last 
year. My goal is to recruit and train more advisors so that our students get more 
individual attention.

My hope is that our students at NU will feel loved and cared for as they jour-
ney through their degree programs and that they will have all the support and 
encouragement they need. My goal is that with this attention, more students will 
stay motivated to finish their degrees, grow in knowledge and wisdom and be 
beneficial contributors to the growth of the Kingdom in their communities. 

Please let us know how we can help.
Gail Heiderich 

Director, Student Advising

Meet Gail Heiderich: NU Advisor
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Like us on Facebook!
Watch us on YouTube!

I Wear Four Contact Lenses!
Personal rituals can enhance one’s spiritual life.  

For example, due to a deformity in the cornea I am 
required to wear four contact lenses, two in each eye.  
Each morning is something of a battle as I lay out 
the various cleaning solutions and attempt to insert 
the lenses.  First I put in a soft contact.  It serves as a 
“band-aid” to protect the eye from a specially de-
signed conical hard contact that is then placed on top 
of it.  The eye would not tolerate the conical contact 
if it did not have the protection of the soft lens.  But 
it is the conical lens that provides the magnification 
needed to see clearly.  So, I need both protection and 
clear sight.

A few months ago I began a prayer ritual linked 
to this process.  First I wash my hands and pray, “Lord, 
may I begin this day with a clean slate, walking only 
with You.”  Then, as I work on inserting the protective 
soft contact I pray, “Lord, protect my mind this day.  
Let my eyes see nothing that would be harmful or 
get in the way of walking with You.  Keep me pure.”  
Finally, as the hard contact is placed over the soft one, 
I pray, “Lord, let me see clearly today.  May I see you in 
everyone and everything I come in contact with.”  

As I go through the day the four contact lenses 
often “talk to me” in the form of irritation and scratchi-
ness.  When this happens it serves to remind me of 
the early morning prayers I have offered.  “Lord, pro-
tect the mind.  May I see clearly.”  I actually find myself 
saying these words during the day in the form of a 
“breath prayer”.  As I breathe in I say, “Lord protect my 
mind.”  Then while exhaling, “May I see clearly.”  

What had been a daily battle has been trans-
formed into a really special way to stay “on track”.  Do 
you have any “personal rituals”?  Can you think of one 
that would enhance your spiritual life?  Be creative!  
Let us use all the tools God has given to bring us 
closer to Him and His will for our lives.

Chaplain Allen

“Do you need prayer? Are you experiencing spiritual distress? Life’s prob-
lems? Email Chaplain Allen, chaplain@nationsu.org, and let him help.” 
www.chaplainscorner.org

Philippine Police Officer

Play the Knowledge Test on Facebook!

Dear NationsU,
I am very happy to hear from you about my request. Thank 

you so much. First of all, I want to introduce myself. My full name 
is Janet Mojica Dinco. I am a Police Officer here in the Philippines 
and my duty is to protect the women and children. I assist the 
abused women and children file a case, and I conduct counsel-
ling not only to the victims but the suspects as well. I see to it 
that both of them have a clear understanding of what is going 
on with the case before the victims go home and the offender 
to jail. I believe that the duty of a Police Officer is not just to put 
someone in prison but help 
him know himself better, and 
seek forgiveness from God 
and the person whom he did 
the mistakes.

I hope that God will give 
me the wisdom to clearly un-
derstand the lesson and I am 
looking forward that I could 
finish my studies with flying 
colors. Thank you. 

God bless,
Janet

Dear NationsU, 
I’d like to tell you how delighted I am to study at NU. After my 

studies of Modern Litérature, I went in Belgium for one year and 
I strongly experienced God’s calling for my life there. I returned 
home to Cote d’Ivoire to serve God. I work closely with a small 
group of committed individuals. Our goal is to plant some new 
churches. 

I wanted to continue my education in theology, but I did not 
have any means to pay. I prayed fiercely to God, because I want-
ed to study. Everywhere, one must pay exorbitant fees higher 
education. The Holy Spirit guided me to NationsUniversity. I was 
astonished to see that with I could study at advanced levels and 
take very good courses without paying tuition.

Presently, I’m thoroughly convinced that it is God who is 
leading me in this training, because with the first course I’m 
already finding something rich and unexpected. I believe that 
this training will help me to lead our churches with strong and 
good leadership. With my education at NU it would be my turn to 
teach according the word of God and the biblical doctrine of the 
church.

Thank you very much for your kind attention! 

Pastor  Guillaume  Boby,  your  student (Ivory Coast)


